SUNDAY 


53/35 


Mostly sunny. -& 


TODAY 


56/29 


Clear and cold. 


SATURDAY 


51/28 


= 
Statesman Weather 
Clear and cold. S 


App: Live radar, weather 
news and alerts. 


ym a 
stin American-Statesman 


statesman.com | mystatesman.com 


Friday 


January 12, 2018 


AUSTIN360 


FESTIVAL 
GUIDE 


Your guide to the Austin 
area’s events in 2018 


SPORTS, C1 


MEET OUR 
ALL-CENTEX 
FOOTBALL 
TEAM 


SPORTS, C1 


NIGHT ENDS 
WITH VICTORY, 
TEARS FOR 
LONGHORNS 


YOUR GUIDE TO THE FESTIVALS OF 2018 


NEW DETAILS TEXAS SPECIAL EDUCATION 


Report: Special education cap illegal 


U.S. Department of Education says TEA decision 
violated federal laws on students with disabilities. 


The TEA cap 
led to students 
with learning 
disabilities, 
who should 
have been 
getting help, 
struggling 

in regular 
classrooms, 
the U.S. 
report found. 
RALPH BARRERA 
/ AMERICAN- 
STATESMAN 2016 


CITY MANAGER SEARCH 


Manager hopefuls 
not secret, AG says 


Opinion: City must turn 
over search records 
sought by Statesman. 


By Elizabeth Findell 
efindell@statesman.com 


The city of Austin cannot with- 
hold records showing who applied 
for its city manager position by 
claiming the information would 
harm the city competitively ina 
search for qualified applicants, 
the Texas attorney general’s office 
says. 

Nor is the information a trade 
secret, a matter that would harm 
the search firm competitively or 
“highly intimate and embarrass- 
ing,” Matthew Taylor, an assis- 
tant attorney general in the open 
records division, wrote in his 
opinion. 


IMMIGRATION 


ALSO INSIDE 
» Why it matters: A look at the 
city manager’s duties, A6 


The opinion says that the city 
and its executive search firm, 
Russell Reynolds, must turn over 
the bulk of the information the 
American-Statesman requested 
related to the search for a new 
city manager, including candi- 
date applications. Austin may 
withhold only attorney-client 
privileged emails and some per- 
sonal email addresses and cell- 
phone numbers. 

The opinion comes after Aus- 
tin refused to release information 
the Statesman requested under 
the Texas Public Information 
Act. The city requested permis- 
sion to deny the request to the 


Manager continued on A6 


As immigration deal wanes, 
Trump blasts some countries 


By Andrew Taylor and Alan Fram 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President Don- 
ald Trump questioned Thursday 
why the U.S. should permit more 
immigrants from “shithole coun- 
tries” after senators discussed 
revamping rules affecting entrants 
from Africa and Haiti, according 
to three people briefed on the 
conversation. 

Trump made the remark in 
the Oval Office as two lawmak- 
ers described details to him of a 
bipartisan compromise among six 
senators that would extend pro- 
tections against deportation for 
hundreds of thousands of young 


TECH SERVICES WATCH SENIORS’ 
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immigrants and strengthen bor- 
der protections. 

The senators had hoped Trump 
would back their accord, ending 
amonthslong, bitter dispute over 
protecting “Dreamers.” But the 
White House later rejected their 
proposed agreement, plunging 
the issue back into uncertainty 
just eight days before a dead- 
line that threatens a government 
shutdown. 

During their conversation, Dick 
Durbin of Illinois, the chamber’s 
No. 2 Senate Democratic leader, 
was explaining that as part of that 
deal, a lottery for visas that has 


Immigration continued on A8 


By Taylor Goldenstein 
tgoldenstein@statesman.com 


The Texas Education Agency 
led schools to illegally delay or 
deny special education services 
to students statewide, according 
to a report released Thursday by 
the U.S. Education Department. 

In a 14-page letter, regulators 
concluded that the agency’s 2004 


NEW DETAILS BAG BANS 


decision to effectively cap the 
number of students that could be 
enrolled in special education at 
8.5 percent violated federal laws 
that require schools to serve all 
students with disabilities. 

The result was that students 
who should have been getting 
help with their learning disabil- 
ities in many cases were instead 
left to struggle in regular class- 


POLLUT 


rooms with few resources, as par- 
ents fought with school officials for 
their children’s federally guaran- 
teed rights. 

“Texas students with disabili- 
ties who have been ignored and 
shunned by the special education 
system have some measure of vali- 
dation today,” said Steven Aleman, 
a policy specialist with Disability 
Rights Texas who added that the 
report came as “no surprise” to 
the students and their families. 


Report continued on A11 


Tricia Cortez, executive director of the Rio Grande International Study Center and leader of efforts to 
pass Laredo’s bag ordinance, speaks to supporters in front of the Texas Supreme Court building. The 
Texas Supreme Court on Thursday heard oral arguments on attempts to overturn Laredo’s plastic bag 
banin a case that could affect similar laws in Austin and other cities. RALPH BARRERA / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


State high court to rule 
on legality of bag bans 


Opposing lawyers clash 
before justices; decision 
expected this summer. 


By Chuck Lindell 
clindell@statesman.com 


In a case that will determine 
whether Austin and other cities 
can continue to prohibit stores 
from handing out disposable 
bags, the city of Laredo asked the 
Texas Supreme Court on Thurs- 
day to reinstate a bag ordinance 
that had been struck down by a 
lower court. 


NATION & WORLD, A4 
States can now require 
Medicaid clients to work 


On one side are environmen- 
talists, wildlife advocates and city 
officials who say bag bans are 
essential to managing litter, pro- 
tecting animals, saving cleanup 
costs and limiting damage to sew- 
ers and drains that get clogged by 
wind-blown plastic bags. 

They are opposed by retailer 
groups, limited-government advo- 
cates and the Texas attorney gen- 
eral who argue that the bans vio- 
late state law, hurt businesses and 
create a patchwork of rules that 
vary across the state. 

The two sides clashed Thurs- 
day during oral arguments before 


the Texas Supreme Court, which 
must determine whether the Texas 
Solid Waste Disposal Act applies 
to disposable bags when it pro- 
hibits cities from banning or tax- 
ing “containers” and “packages” 
as a way to manage trash. 
Speaking on Laredo’s behalf, 
Austin lawyer Dale Wainwright, 
a former justice on the Texas 
Supreme Court, argued that the 
state law regulates solid-waste 
management — trash, rubbish 
and refuse — while Laredo’s ordi- 
nance applies to bags given out 


Bag bans continued on All 
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